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Railroading and Bocialism.
Eprror Apvocar:—If the very broad
meaning given to the term socialism in
the Apvocats of December 13, is correct,
every aot of the state whare self govern-
mant sxista is socialistie, the furpishing
of & wagon road 85 much 80 sa of & rail-
road, and furiper, the state can divest
any of her functions of their socialistio
character by simply sppointing & privats
individual or corporstion “to sct for her
in the place of her government, yet both
government and the corporation are her
agents, ous natural, with general powars,
the other special, with specific powera
and duties. It is nol easy to see how
this subatitution changes the nature of
the funotion.

Any private individual or company
may mine, manufscture, farm, oarry,
buy, sell, lend and borrow, without an
sppointment or any special suthority
from the state to do so. But no private
individusl or corporation, can build, ax-
clusivaly possess and operate a public
road, turnpike, railroad, strest railway,
cansl, pipe line, lighting plant, water-
works, ,irrigating diteh, or resarvoir, if
the state's powar to take private prop-
arty tor public use must be exsrcised in
providiog them, or if & publio street or
highway is used, except as the formally
sppointed sgent of nation, state or mu-
nioipality.

There certainly is a “‘vast difference in
the government ownership sad opers-
tionof a railroad under direct govern-
mant mansgement and the farming out
of the franchise (contracting the state's
power of eminent domsin and of taxa-
tion) to & corporation” but the nature
of the business remsina the same, it is
publio and not private,

In order to have railroads it waa not
necessary to have railroad companies.
We should have had as many miles of
thess bighweys if there never had been
s railroad company. The state would
have furnished them as she did the
wagon rouds and cansls. Because physi-
oal conditions prevent the ssme freedom
of individual uss of a railroad as of the
wagon road or canal is mo resaon why it
isgnot as much the function of the state
to provide the improvementa which
make it & railrosd as the right of way,
her vontract with the compsany stipulst-
ing that it shall provide them.

It was not necessary for the state to
give the compnanies power to locats the
line of road and to empower them to
take private properly agsizst the will of
ita owner for right of way and construc.
tion material. She might cave had her
government locate the line and furnish
the right of way for the companies to
improva,

But above all it was not necessary for
the state to authorize the companies to fix
snd collect the taxes which sre paid for
the carringe of persona and property, &8
compensation for their services. Har
government might have fixed and col-
leoted these taxes and paid the compa-
nies for their services inatead of sdopt-
ing the dangerous plan of allowing them
to pay themeelves.

All that the companies legitimately do
in the furnishing and mansgement of
railronds is by express sppointment of
toe stata. In the words of the impotent
Interstats Commerce Commission, “the
railroad company can rightfully do noth-
ing which the state iteslf might not do if
she performed this function throngh her
own agent” Yet there are things which
the companies constantly do which if
dore by government in the operation of
the roads no one but s parfiwoular bene-
floiary of the wrong would conaidar right-

tully deme, srd which if any administrs-

upon it such publie condemnation as
would quickly correct the abuss.
Whenever it is for the interest of the
railroad companies or of thsir mansgers
to disoriminate betwesn citizens in the
use of the road in their oharge they do
not hesitate to do so through any fear
of or reapect for publio opinion. And aa
public business no matter by what sgent
mansged is from ita nature s monopoly
any discrimnation in ita performanoce in
favor of tha larger dealer tends irreast-
ably to to the creation of oombines and
trusts, The small dealer is a$ & disad-
vantage anyway because of lsck of capi-
tal, but when, in addition to this draw-
back, he is discriminated against ina
publio service which he is under duress
to employ there is s steady pressurs
forcing him to merge his interests snd
individuality in some combination.
Protective fariffs are much oriticieed
gs 8 cause of trusts and combines, be-
oausa preventing foreign competition
with domestic producers, but thewr
sgenoy in promoting combination isin-
significant in comparison with diserimi-
nating railrosd charges which prevent
i8ir competition between our own oiti-
zens. That thisis trus is evideni from
the fact that in “fres trade” England
which farms out her railroad business
a8 we do these combinations, and trusta
flourish aa they do in the United States.
To ennct laws sgsinst trusts while dis-
oriminations in public business exista is
na futile as to legialate against the powar
of gravitation. Wherever the farming
out praotice exists it ia the oonatant and

most powerful epamy of individualism,
Lex.

A Shuffle Hard to Beat:

Eprror Apvooate:—I see in the To-
peka Journal an account of the affairs
of the Senta Fa railroad, which says
that the bonds of the company are prin-
cipally held in Europe, while the stock-
bolders, 8 msjority of whom are women
and children, are mainly citizans of the
United States. This showa that the
pirateas who managed the road have sold
the real ownarship and value to foreign-
ors, and then by bribing politicians, adi-
tors, preachers, administrators, trusiees,
ate., have unloaded the stook which has
bean watered, re-watered, and watered
sgain, untal 1t is worthless, upon our own
citizens, 6,000 out of 11,000 stockhold-
ors being women and children. Now,
that the interest of these native
stockho!ders must be closed out,
this same gang will be orying and
globbering over the losses of innooent
purchasers. I mes they have sucosedad
in getting J. C. Wilson, clerk of the
United Statea oo irk, sppointad aa one of
the receivers. Truly, Joseph deserves
promotion,

In looking over the list of grand and
petit jurora drawn by the offloisls of the
United States court for the session re-
cently held at Fh Scott, my atiention
was atiracted to the faot that outof a
number that I knew not one waa & Popu-
list, and yst the territory out of which
thia jury was drawn, polls & heavy Popu-
list vota. An Investigation of the antire
list discloses tour Populists vut of the
ontire forty-four. There's a shoflle that
ishard to beat,and I give the result
thinking that parties who bad judgmanta
rendered sgainst them af the Isst term
might wish to look into it further. The
territory from which these jurors were
drawn conaista of the counties of Miami,
Linn, Bourbon, Crawford, Cheroles,
Labetts, Neosho, Allen, Andemon,
Coffey, Woodson, Wilson, Montgomery,
Chantauqus, Elk and Gresnwood.

tion permitied to be dome would bring
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J. W. Loy,
Le Roy, Kaa,

Oc-oparative Oocking Clab,

This letter from Junction City, Kea.,
to the Kansas City Times will be of in-
tereat to many:

“The Junotion City Co-opsrative Cook-

ing olub on January 4 enters upon its
fourth year. It is in good condition
financially, having always been oarried
on upon s ossh besis. Its membership
is full snd ite machinery is said to run
easiar than ever before, experience hav-
ing tanght the axeoutive commities how
to avoid various stumbling blocks. Many
lottars are received by the management
asking, “Why is it you succead where s0
many others fall? Plesss give us your
modus operandi.” To apawer all would
require the constant servioes of a paid
gecretary: therefore, as a rule, no replies
are made, There waa no objection, how-
over, on the part of the management Lo
giving your correspondent all the in-
form ation desired.
“T'he society was formed because of the
ever inoreasing dificulty of securing suf-
tiolent competent housshold help. There
are al present thirleen families and o fow
Individuals oconnectad with the club,
making in all forty membere; avarage
present, thirty five. Ten of thess fami-
liss have balonged from the beginning,
sll are of the highest soocial standing and
have homes of their own with the ususl
kitohen addenda, so that they could at
any time return to the old way if they
deaired.

“The rooma rented are central for ali
and comprise kitohen, dining rooms and
slleaping apartments for servanta.

“A ook, sssistant cook, dishwasher
snd two waitresses are smployed; all are
first-olass and are responsible to the com-
mittee Lor thelr own department of work.
There haa never been any difficulty in
seouring young women of intelligence to
fill these places; country school teachers
unsmployed, or thoss wishing to earn
monsy to further their own education,
have been willing to serve in the dining
room. This is perhaps owing to the
work being systematized, and also to the
high character of the membership, whioh
insures respectful treatments,

“The furnishingsfor diningroome have
all besn brought from the homes, snd
are sa dsinty as the groupe at the vari-
oua tables desire to make them.

“I'wo hours is allotted for esch mesl,
though thers is gensrally an effort to be
promptly on hand st the usnal hour in
order to share the social chst which st
some of the tables is frequantly upto
the standard of Holmes' “Autocrat.”

“The ocommittes, compossd of the
matrons in the membership, mesta on

Bheriffs and Gounty Attomeys.

Two associations, the membership of
which is made up of the county attor-
neys and the sheriffa of the siabe, hald
thelr mesting In Topeka last week. THe
objsct of thess annual meetings seems
to be & mattar of sociability more than
anything else, though the organizations
have resulted i1 soms advantage to the
administration of their respective offices.

Tha sheriffs spent mest of their time
sooring Governor Lewelling for lsanmng
what they call the tramp oiroular, and
(sorge L. Douglaas for seouring the pas-
sage of the foreclosure bill which in some
cases outa down cheriffs’ fees. Their
sntagonism to ihess measures is casily
acoounted for. They are afraid the cir-
cular will ocaose them some extrs trou-
ble, and that the law referred to will our-
tail thewr incomes, The assoocistion w
largely republioan,
The county attorneyn held their meet-
ings in the supreme court rooms snd
their procsedings wers mere of & pracki-
oal nature, whatever alss may be said of
them. They electsd O. F. Hurrel of
Jaokson county to succeed Sam Kimball
of Riley as president, snd othar officers
ss follows: Vice presidents, W. H.
Morris of Crawford county, R. M. Sath-
orland of Jewall oounty, snd U, B. Me-
Cormiok of Phillips county; secreiary,
Frank Walla of Nemahs county; Sross-
urer, A. H. Campbell of Allen county.
They sdopted the following.
Resolved, First—That this ssecclation
urge upon ibe lagislature the passage of an

violation of the laws pow on ths shatube
books providing for the asssssment of prop-
orty for taxation ab ite actual value and So
insure the ¢qoal taxation of all property ab
its motual valus and to insure the equal ax.
ation of all property at its sotual value, and
furtber fo insure that no more than iwo hun-
dred dolinm’ werth of personal properiy ab
itm motual value is exempted from tazsbion
to the head of a family.

Seoond —Thab we have a revision of our
road Iawe %0 the and that they be simplified
in the matter of looation of roads and the
expense Inourred, and the wvaostiom of
county roads be limited to wherait in olearly
shown that where the road sought o be va-
oated can never subssrve the publio interest,
Third—We recommend a revision of the
gambling laws of our state.
Fourth—Wo urge the passage of a law by
whioh parsons ounflned in the county jail for
nonpayment of flne and ooet may give se-
ourity for the payment of such flas and soste
and be released from oustody.

Fitth—Wo urge the enactment of & law
protibiting the sale of polioy and lothery
tickets and providing a panalty for the vio-
Iation thereof.

Saturday after lunch to audit bills, maks
oontracts, intervisw employes, make
chaoge in the bill of fare, ele. Duea are
83 per capita per week and are paid to
to the secrelary in advance. Oaulion-l-
ally sasesemants have been mads when
the regular amount failed to meet re-
quirements, but being ressonable have
always bsen cheerfully met. During the
paat year, however, none have been nec-
easary.

“Deductions are mads for abeences,
and guests of members are paid for at
the usual rates. The diningrooms are

their guests being sdmitted. “The com-
mittee takea pains to please and mem-
bers try to be reasonabls,’ is the only
oause they assign for the exceptional
success of the institution whioh, they say,
has solved for them the problem of se-
cunng the greatest amount of comfort
with the least expenditare of money and
anxious thought."”

in no sense public, only members aad | ¢
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